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 SUMMARY: An overview of different types of damage caused in 
hunting grounds and agriculture in general by wildlife from the Carnivora 
order is given in this paper. Predators present one of the greatest problems 
for the hunting grounds, since they are destroying primarily progeny and eggs 
of game while searching for food. Most damage to the stock of game offspring 
is caused by jackal, who is in expansion in the recent years. Fox is feeding 

small percent. Wolf may cause damage both on game and domestic animals 

damage on corn and wheat crops. Unlike all aforementioned species, who are 
also scavengers, lynx feeds exclusively on living prey. One of measures for 
predator population control is considered hunting. Supplemental nutrition 
of carnivores by carrion is allowed by planning and construction of carrion 
baits. 
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INTRODUCTION

the habitat, it is also important to consider negative impact that game may produce, both 
in forestry and farming and on domestic animals and wildlife itself. Damages caused 
by game are usually caused by lack of, poor quality and inadequate distribution of food 
within the hunting grounds, as well as by disturbing of game and even by habits of the 
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Damages may be reduced or prevented by adequate management of the hunting 

grounds and provision of additional food from other sources that is conducted during the 

measures for farming and horticulture crops, orchards and vineyards, forests, domestics 
animals and beehives, as well as fencing the hunting grounds, which allows to breed 

et al. 2006)

hunting grounds and on livestock and beehives. „Predatory“ type of damage may also 
be caused by wild boars, although this species is an omnivorous even-toed ungulate and 

against this type of damages. This overview is dedicated to that particular problem and 
possibilities for its resolving.

Foxes and, in the recent years, jackals, are most numerous carnivores in our 
hunting grounds, followed by wolves, while examples of lynxes and bears are located 

Nutrition of foxes in our hunting grounds is based primarily on mouse-like rodents, 

(2009), daily meal of a fox contains at least 10-15 voles (Microtus sp.) with average mass 
of 25 grams per vole.

Through study of stomach contents of foxes in Hungary, Lanszki (2005) determined 
that 24.3% of meal samples comprised vole and that vole may form up to 37.3% of 
sample biomass. Still, rest of foxes’ nutrition consists of game, primarily pheasant and 

It is also thought that bad physical shape of pheasants from intensive production, 

to Linnella (2007), eighteen year long research of roe deer in hunting grounds of Sweden 
and Norway showed that fox is the principal predator of fawns of up to three months of 
age. Fawn losses reached up to 50% and in some areas 100% of fawn losses were caused 
by foxes.
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lower (about 20%) while main cause of losses is anthropogenic factor – agricultural 

Fox is also an approved poultry predator and it was shown that it may induce 
losses in offspring of small livestock. Spreading and transfer of parasites and contagious 
diseases to other wildlife, domestic animals and even humans is a particular type of 

Carrion, primarily originating from domestic animals, as well as various 
slaughterhouse waste, such as bowels, skins, bones and entrails, dominate in jackal 
nutrition. Since jackal is a bad hunter its nutrition is comprised mostly of mouse-like 
rodents and game offspring. Based on analysis of stomach contents and meal remains, it 

destruction of fawns, young rabbits and earthbound bird nests. Jackals are also capable to 

livestock. It was shown that wolves are capable to dwell in vicinity of men, in cattle-

nutrition almost exclusively on livestock. For example, sheep, goats and dogs comprise 
84% of wolves nutrition in Dalmatia region, but roe and red deer and, to a lesser extent, 

2005). According to Sidorovich et al. (2003), wild even-toed ungulates in Belarus 
comprise 80-88% of wolves nutrition.

Wolves cause substantial damage to hunting grounds by predating on wild even-

shape animals that wolves predate on (Ballard et al. 1981). Wolf’s menu also includes 

by wolves should nonetheless be estimated with some precaution, as livestock (primarily 
bovine) remains in wolf’s refuse may have come from carrion and carrion baits.

cultivated animals. Farming crops and orchards are most damaged by bears. Beehives in 

fences are frequently utilized (Sillings et al. 1989). Animals rarely serve as food source 
for brown bear, which happens when there is lack of bear-edible plant food in the hunting 

of sheep, goats and grazing horses. Ultimately it may attack pens and stables and may 
even attack people. In ex Socialist Federate Republic of Yugoslavia, a bear attacked and 

killed three heads of large cattle and eight heads of small cattle in three observed hunting 

late autumn, a consequence of decreased production of natural food resources in these 
periods. Further harm scored 12 beehives, 1.5 ha of oat and 46 trees of fruit in ripening 
phase. Certain amount of bear-induced damage may also occur in forestry as a result of 
peeling off of bark and destruction of saplings (Malik and Karnet, 2007).
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Unlike other carnivores, lynx feeds exclusively on living prey, in average 3.3 

population of wild even-toed ungulates in the hunting grounds, while loss of domestic 

primarily of rodents, while winter nutrition consists of wild even-toed ungulates (roe and 

and small domestic animals (sheep and goats). According to Stahl et al. (2001) sheep 
losses by lynxes in France in period 1984-1998 amounted to 0.14-0.59% of total number 
of sheep, wherein lambs and young sheep were most common victims. Lynx may down 
prey four times its size.

DAMAGE PREVENTION MEASURES

Different averting methods may prove to be uncertain particularly in the case of 
carnivores. Most important methods by all means are population control and considered 

Journal of Republic of Serbia) (1994) recommends „Continuous monitoring of numbers 
and spread of both periodically and permanently open season predators and regulation 
of their population through shooting.“ Lesser importance may be attributed to additional 

recommended for bears. However, this additional food source may incite bears, thus 
accustomed to new scents, to enter human habitats and scavenge for food in garbage 

Beside these, additional nourishment of wild carnivores is also used for population 
control, considered hunting, research of nourishment quality, estimation of trophy value, 

feeding grounds for carnivores must account for a series of factors in order to ensure 
peace for these animals and simultaneously keep them as far from human habitats as 

CONCLUSION

Foxes and, as of recent, jackals, may cause most damage in hunting grounds 

of game offspring. Wolves and lynxes are present in lesser numbers but may pose a 
serious problem for both game and livestock. As an omnivore, brown bear may cause 
most damage on farming crops, orchards and beehives, while only some specimens 
may pose a threat for domestic animals and even people. Particular form of damage is 

vermin and sick, old and out-of-shape animals is also to be considered. Most important 
measures focused on reduction of damage caused by carnivorous wildlife Population 
control are considered hunting and additional nourishment.
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